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Supporting Home-Based Early Care and Education 

School Time Fun and Learning 

- Fall Festival Edition 2020 - 

Dear Parent, 

 

In this special Fall Festival edition of the “Monthly Fun To Learn At Home Activity Guide” we are 

providing you with songs, art activities, STEM challenges and Virtual Fall Festival Parties. These 

activities offer fun and exciting ways to develop your child’s language, early reading, math, 

science, creativity, and motor skills.  Please share your comments and feedback about this 

newsletter by emailing me at WVanover@hopkinshouse.org. 

 

 

 

Director, 
Hopkins House Preschool 
Distance Learning Academy 
(703) 851-1327  



Hopkins House Preschool 

Distance Learning Academy 

Monthly Fun To Learn at Home Activity Guide 

                                                                                                                          

Fall Festival Edition  Page 2  

© Publication of Hopkins House—A Center for Children and their Families. All Rights Reserved. 2020 
www.HopkinsHouse.org 

 

Let’s Read Together 
Reading together helps a child’s early language and comprehension skills. Reading together can 

help develop a lifelong appreciation for books. 

The Little Old Lady Who 
Was Not Afraid of 
Anything 
By Linda Williams 

Room on the 
Broom 
By Julia Donaldson 

Big Pumpkin 
By Erica Silverman 

Spooky 
Pookie 
By Sandra 
Boynton 

The Spooky Wheels on 
the Bus 
By J. Elizabeth Mills 

Pete the Cat Trick 
or Pete 
By James Dean 

Five Little 
Pumpkins 
By Dan Yaccarino 

Creepy 
Carrots! 
By Aaron 
Reynolds 

It’s Pumpkin 
Day, Mouse! 
By Laura 
Numeroff 
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Let’s Sing and Dance Together 

Music is a fun way for children to transition between activities. You can sing with your child while you are 
preparing to go for a walk, while taking a stroll outside, before a meal or at bedtime. Don’t worry about 

the tune or words, it’s the moment that matters. 

Song #2:   

“Five Little Pumpkins” 
https://youtu.be/XPuC3f2AX7k  

One little pumpkin sitting on the ground  
Thought he heard a scary sound  
He looked up and all around …  
Two little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Two little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Thought they heard a scary sound  
They looked up and all around …  
Three little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Three little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Thought they heard a scary sound  
They looked up and all around …  
Four little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Four little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Thought they heard a scary sound  
They looked up and all around …  
Five little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Five little pumpkins sitting on the ground  
Thought they heard a scary sound  
They looked up and all around  
[Meow!]  
No little pumpkins sitting on the ground  

Song #1:   

Who Took the Candy? 
 https://youtu.be/veZlIX6d63Y  

Who took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag?  
The monster took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag.  
Who me?  
Yes, you!  
Not me!  
Then who?  
The ghost! 
Who took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag?  
The ghost took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag.  
Who me?  
Yes, you!  
Not me!  
Then who?  
The witch!  
Who took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag?  
The witch took the candy from the trick-or-treat 
bag.  
Who me?  
Yes, you!  
Not me!  
Then who?  
The pirate! 
Who took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag?  
The pirate took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag.  
Who me?  
Yes, you!  
Not me!  
Then who?  
The vampire! 
Who took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag?  
The vampire took the candy from the trick-or-treat bag.  
Who me?  
Yes, you!  

Okay, okay... I took the candy.  

https://youtu.be/XPuC3f2AX7k
https://youtu.be/veZlIX6d63Y
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Let’s Draw & Paint Together 
Creative, open-ended art taps into three key developmental areas 
for young children. First, it allows an emotional outlet. Second, it 
builds executive function. Third, it helps build, strengthen, and 

refine motor skills. 

Melted Crayon Pumpkin 
First, soak old crayons in water overnight. The next day, the wrappers will easily peel off the 
crayons. Place your child’s pumpkin on a paper plate. Then, break your crayons up into 
pieces and hot glue the crayon pieces around the top of the pumpkin. Finally, with close 
supervision, help your children aim the hair dryer to melt the crayons. Allow the hot wax 
drippings to dry thoroughly before allowing the children to touch the pumpkins.  
 

Spider Web Yarn Painting 
Start by taking a single string of yarn and carefully dipping it into white paint before 
pressing it down onto black  construction paper.  Allow your child to do this with as many 
or as few pieces of yarn as they prefer.  Once they have completed this step allow the paint 
and yarn to dry.  Pro tip: Add a few drops of glue to the paint so the yarn will stick to the 
paper. 

Spider Web Rubbing 
Squeeze liquid glue on cardstock to create a spider’s web template. After the web is dry 
attach the template to an easel. Now place the black paper on top of the web template and 
secure it in place. Have your child pinch a peeled white crayon between their fingers with 
the long side flat on the paper.  Rub the white crayon back and 
forth and up and down across the black paper until a spider web 
appears. 

 
Pumpkin Printing 

Cut small pumpkins in half.  Use the stems to hold while dipping in 
paint and use to make pumpkin prints on paper. 
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Let’s Build Something Together 
Design challenges are meant to improve young children’s Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) skills. Grab an empty 

box, cut windows and doors into it, give your child some construction 
paper and glue, and then step back and let him or her build their 

imaginative best. 

Marshmallow and Toothpick Spider Web 
Paint your toothpicks the night before and allow them to dry. Set out a number of toothpicks and 
marshmallows, then let your child design unique spider web.  You can add plastic spiders  and insects for 
extra fun.  
 

Pumpkin Catapult 
Help your child stack 5 craft sticks on top of each other, and then bind them together with rubber bands. 
Next, stack 2 craft sticks together and bind them with a single rubber band on the very edge of one end. 
Pry open the 2 sticks to make a “V” shape. Place the bundle of 5 sticks at the very bottom of the “V” shape 
and secure it with a rubber band. Glue a small cup that can hold candy pumpkins onto the end of the top 
arm of the catapult. Encourage your child to see just how far they can launch their pumpkin. 
 

Bone Bridge 
In this challenge, children and parents work together to design a bridge for length, strength, and capacity 
using q-tips and pipe cleaners. 
 

Building with Candy Pumpkins 
Set out a number of toothpicks and candy pumpkins, then let your child design unique structures. 
Encourage your child to build a tall tower with a set number of toothpicks and candy pumpkins. Encourage 
your child to build with as many or as few items as they want.   
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Let’s Party Together 
Below you will find links to two Halloween/Fall Festival virtual 

events for you and your children to enjoy. Each event is free and 
requires you to register beforehand. 

 

Halloween Hoopla 
https://ybgfestival.org/event/

halloweenhoopla2020/ 

This free online event takes place on Saturday, 

October 31, from 2:00 pm—2:30 pm. 

Halloween Party 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/autism-

sensory-friendly-virtual-halloween-event-

tickets-122893558943 

This free online event takes place on Saturday 
October 31, from 3:30pm—5:00 pm. 
Games will include… 
Halloween themed bingo with special prizes! 
Scavenger hunt 
Pumpkin carving – not required but families 
will be encouraged to carve pumpkins 
beforehand to be displayed during the event. 

https://ybgfestival.org/event/halloweenhoopla2020/
https://ybgfestival.org/event/halloweenhoopla2020/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/autism-sensory-friendly-virtual-halloween-event-tickets-122893558943
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/autism-sensory-friendly-virtual-halloween-event-tickets-122893558943
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/autism-sensory-friendly-virtual-halloween-event-tickets-122893558943

