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Remembering
Underwood
Pioneering
WWII veteran
dies at 93.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

t was 1943 when Ethel
Underwood saw one of the
now iconic “Uncle Sam
Wants You” posters used by
the Army to recruit young men and
women during World Wars I and
II. Newly graduated from high
school, Underwood decided to
enlist in the Women’s Army Corps,
beginning a career that would see
her become one of the most decorated women in U.S. military history.
Underwood, the first African
American woman to achieve the
rank of colonel in the United
States Air Force Reserves, enlisted
at a time when the military was
still segregated. She later served
as an officer during the early days
of desegregation.
“As an African American, I know
I was a pioneer,” Underwood
wrote in her profile at the Women
in Military Service to America
Memorial. “But in spite of roadblocks and deterrents, I was able
to contribute and establish standards and road maps that paved
the way for women that have followed. To serve with these kind of
limitations and yet excel is indeed
an achievement, whether acknowledged or not.”
Underwood’s career would take
her around the world, with a final
assignment
bringing
the
trailblazing woman to Alexandria
in 1979, where she remained un-
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Ethel Underwood
til her death July 19 at the age of
93.
“Colonel Underwood inspired
me from the moment she opened
her door,” said Jane Hess Collins,
herself a retired USAF colonel who
profiled Underwood in 2017 for
Living Legends of Alexandria. “She
was welcoming, gracious and nononsense. In anticipation of her
interview she had military documents, newspaper articles and
other information already laid out
on her coffee table. As she told me
the story of her life, of listening to
Dr. Martin Luther King’s ‘I Had a
Dream’ speech to her list of ‘firsts,’
she seemed unfazed by her accomplishments and viewed her extraordinary life as just doing what
needed to be done.”
Born in Hampton, S.C., and
raised in Beaufort, Underwood
was the youngest of three sisters
and a brother. She was raised by
her mother Bessie and grandmother Clara after her father died
when she was a baby.
Underwood served during
World War II from 1943 to 1946
as an emergency medical techni
See Remembering, Page 4
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News

Egerton
From Page 3
selves. No matter how much experience
one has, the growing process has a life of
its own. The only thing is that experience
teaches you not to panic as the growth factor kicks in. And you are able to make better decisions to guide the business along.”
Egerton died at his Del Ray home following a long illness. He was predeceased by
his spouse, David Torrey, in 2015. Services
were private. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Myelodysplastic
Syndrome Foundation, 4573 S. Broad St.,
Suite 150, Yardville, NJ 08620 or www.mdsfoundation.org.
“Visitors love this town,” Egerton said
of his decision to be a business owner in
Alexandria. “It is historic, charming and
easy to get around, and the offerings are
truly international.”

Championship
From Page 3
quakes from San Jose by a score of 6-3 to
advance to the finals. The finals took place
Sunday afternoon against Futsal 415, the
third place finishers in the Northwest Regional tournament, from San Francisco. At
halftime Alexandria led 1-0. Early in the
second half a spark by Matthew Castillo set
things in motion and the game broke open.
From there, ASA was able to score several
more goals and the game ended with a score
of 6-2.
Alex Temoshok, the team’s goalkeeper
said, “There was not only a lot of practicing in preparation for the tournament, but
also a lot of time spent fundraising. We did
a lot of refereeing to make money. We also
fundraised by selling snacks in concession
stands at tournaments. A lot of extra work
was put into getting us here.”
The futsal team is coached by Hanna, assisted by Peja Radivojevic and managed by
Drew Dietrich. ASA’s Futsal program director is Chris Arnold. The players are Alex
Temoshok, Andrew Dietrich, Dylan
Albarracin Jairo Guevara, Jonathan Vargas,
Jose Alvarado, Matthew Castillo, Sam Thompson, and Thanos Androus.
Joining the U16 team in California was
the ASA boys U13 Futsal ID team. The U13
boys team made their first appearance at
the national tournament, and advanced to
the semifinals after three group stage
games. The boys lost a semifinal game to
SUSC Halcones from Modesto, Calif.
Futsal ID Tryouts for the ASA futsal program will take place on Aug. 18, Aug. 19
and Saturday, Oct. 6. Open to boys and girls
ages U9-U19.
ASA Alexandria Soccer Association is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that offers soccer programs for children ages two
through 19. Programs include Recreation,
Academy (formerly Travel), Junior Academy, Tots, Futsal and more. See
alexandria-soccer.org
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SPECIAL SAVINGS
FOR YOUR TOYOTA
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WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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