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The Valentine’s Issue. 

Preschool educators are 
among the lowest paid 
and least appreciated 
professionals in the 
country, and yet thou-
sands of individuals 
flock to the field and 
many aspire to it as their 
life’s calling.   

 
We were fascinated by this and wondered what moti-
vates someone to be a preschool educator, beyond the 
paycheck.  In this issue of HHQ, our Valentine’s issue, 
preschool educators tell us what it is they love about 
teaching young children.  I hope that you’ll be as 
moved as we were by what they had to say. 
 
 
The Hopkins House Trustees announced the recipi-
ents of their highest honor, the Heart of the Commu-
nity Awards.  I am particularly pleased by their selec-
tions. 
 
Scott C. Plein I have known for more than ten years 
now.  He is very successful in business, active in his 
community, and a family man.  But, what has fascinat-
ed me most about Scott, as I have observed him 
through the years, is his love of life, his boundless en-
ergy for making the most out of every second of his 
day, and his passionate interest in humanitarian caus-
es.  He is this year’s recipient of Hopkins House’s pres-
tigious Helen Miller Community Heart Award. 
 
True of most utility companies, Dominion Virginia 
Power seems this distant, impenetrable monolith, run 
by robot-like entities.  But, over the years I have come 
to know this giant company well, and I am pleased to 
say that this perception couldn’t be further from reali-
ty.  Dominion is filled with human beings who care a 
great deal about this community, and the children and 
families that live here.  Dominion, and the caring indi-
viduals who work for the company, are this year’s re-
cipient of the Heart of the Community Award.  
 
Not too long ago, we thought we might lose our long-
time friend Leon Harris to a life-threatening illness.  
He is one of the news anchors on ABC7/WJLA-TV.  
We are delighted and thankful that our prayers for his 

  From The President’s Notebook 

full and speedy recovery were heard, and he’s back at 
the news anchor desk.  Leon will be the Master-of-
Ceremonies at this year’s Heart of the Community 
Awards Luncheon.   
 
The Boys & Girls Choir of Harlem Alumni Ensemble 
raised the roof when they entertained us at the 2011 
Heart of the Community Awards Luncheon.  We are 
delighted that they are returning this year to remind 
us of what joy there is in music that moves our hearts. 
 
 
This year, Hopkins House is celebrating 75 years of 
uninterrupted service to the children, youths, and 
families of this community.  Almost every day I hear 
from someone eager to share their fond memories of 
Hopkins House when they were a child or teenager.  
They tell of the enduring friendships made at Hopkins 
House, their first kiss, the books they read and still 
love to read today.  As they share these memories, you 
can’t help but feel the great love our alumni have for 
this venerable institution.  Bud Hart, one of our long-
est serving Trustees, has often said that what is special 
about Hopkins House is that it is a perfect mix of faith 
and love.   
 
 
We recently received the final go-ahead from the 
Herndon Town Council to open our third preschool 
academy.  Given its proximity to Northern Virginia’s 
technology corridor, we have been studying the appro-
priate use of technology at the new academy.  While 
experts agree that technology is a useful tool for edu-
cating young people, their agreement diverges on the 
question of how computers and technology should be 
introduced in the preschool classroom. We’d love to 
know what you think.  Visit our website and make a 
comment on our new Hopkins House Blog Page. 
 
 
Happy Valentine’s! 
  
      
             
                                   J. Glenn Hopkins 
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Heart of Community Awards 

 

Fund Offers  
Hope to Children  
and their Families 

____________ 
 
In addition to honoring local 
businesses and community 
activists for their work sup-
porting important causes for 
children, youths, and families, 
the Heart of the Community 
Awards raises money for the 
Children’s Scholarship Fund.  
 
Through this fund, Hopkins 
House sends a message of 
hope and caring to the chil-
dren of this community and 
their families by helping low–
resourced families afford the 
cost of quality early care and 
education for their children.  
Scholarships are need-based 
and awarded through an ap-
plication process. 
 
Last year, through the help of 
generous donors, Hopkins 
House awarded $200,000 in 
tuition assistance.  The Trus-
tees have set a goal this year 
to provide $250,000 in schol-
arships to children of low-
resourced families. 
 

To donate to the Children’s  
Scholarship Fund,  

call 571-480-4086 or visit 
www.HopkinsHouse.org/donors. 

Trustees to Honor Local Philanthropist  
Scott C. Plein and Dominion Virginia Power. 

 
If you want to 
know what 
makes a Heart 
of the Com-
munity 
Awardee, you 
need only look 
to this year’s 
honorees.  The 
Hopkins 

House Trustees announced the 2014 
honorees of  the prestigious Heart of the 
Community Awards.  The awards will be 
presented at a luncheon on February 14 
at The Carlyle Club in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia.   
 
Local philanthropist Scott C. Plein will 
be given the Helen Miller Community 
Heart Award for his considerable phi-
lanthropy and involvement in environ-
mental and civic causes.   
 
Plein, the principal of Equinox Invest-
ments, is a patron and active volunteer 
at a number of area nonprofits focused 
on improving the lives of youth.  “I want 
to have a positive effect on as many chil-
dren as I possibly can,” said Plein, who 
has made it his personal mission to edu-
cate and support local youth in a variety 
of ways. “Every day it seems there are 
more young people, since I keep getting 
older,” he joked.   
 
His contributions to local children are 
no laughing matter, however. He has 
made a serious impact through his sup-
port of organizations like Fairfax CASA, 
AA Success, Hopkins House, and the 
White House Farm Foundation, an envi-
ronmental education and research cen-
ter he established on 270 acres of farm-
land in Page County, Virginia.  
 
“Scott has given hope and help to a 
great many children and families around 
the world, and here locally, suffering 

from poverty, hunger, sickness, and nat-
ural disasters,” commented Hopkins 
House President J. Glenn Hopkins.   
 
Dominion Virginia Power will be award-
ed the Heart of the Community Award 
for the company’s civic engagement in 
the region.  The company is part of one 
of the nation’s largest producers and 
transporters of energy. 
 
Dominion practices environmental 
stewardship and contributes more than 
$20 million annually to environment, 
education, arts and culture, and health 
and human services causes.  Here local-
ly, Dominion Virginia Power supports a 
number of nonprofits including, Stop 
Child Abuse (SCAN) of Northern Virgin-
ia, Alexandria Neighborhood Health 
Services, Alexandria Symphony Orches-
tra, and NAACP.   

The company has also encouraged posi-
tive role models that exert a powerful 
influence on children. Since 1991 Do-
minion has celebrated the achievements 
of outstanding African Americans and 
has worked with schools and libraries to 
make young people aware of their ac-
complishments. Each year about 25,000 
sets of education materials are distribut-
ed free of charge to more than 15,000 
schools and libraries. 
 
The Heart of the Community Awards 
Luncheon, now in its 21st year, is open 
to the public. Tickets are available by 
telephone at 571-480-4086 or by visiting 
www.HopkinsHouse.org.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sincerest THANK YOU for giving so  
generously to Hopkins House! 

HOPKINS HOUSE ANNUAL FUND 
To make a tax-deductible donation of cash, stocks or bonds, or a legacy gift  

call (571) 480-4086 or give online at HopkinsHouse.org/donate 

 Scholarships for children of low-resourced, working families  
     attending preschool. 
 

 Stipends for high school students engaged in summer  
     internships. 
 

 Academic and career guidance for teens and adults earn-
ing college degrees in the early childhood education field. 

 

 Highly Qualified and Experienced Educators providing  
     world-class services to children, youths, and families right here 
     in this community where they’re needed most. 

Your donations directly benefit the children, youths, and families of this community 
in the most meaningful way:  
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The Boys & Girls Choir of Harlem Alumni Ensemble, 
an elite mix of 10 to 20 male and female musicians and 
vocalists in harmony, will be performing at Hopkins 
House’s Heart of the Community Awards Luncheon 
this year.   
 
Members of the ensemble, founded in 2007 under the 
direction of Terrance Wright, are ages 17 and up and 
were trained throughout their youth and teen years in 
both technical and professional performance excel-
lence with the world-renowned Boys Choir of Harlem. 
As adults, they continue the tradition of excellence as 
ambassadors of world-class musical talent, epitomiz-
ing the impact of music to uplift and inspire.  
 
The Alumni Ensemble is unlike any other ensemble or 
choir performing today – offering spectacular perfor-
mances ranging from classical, gospel, popular, inspi-
rational, jazz, and R&B music. 
 
Award-winning journalist Leon Harris will serve as 
Master of Ceremonies for the Luncheon. 

 

2014 Heart of the Community Awards 
With Special Guests 

 

Leon Harris  

And  
 

The Boys & Girls Choir of Harlem Alumni Ensemble  

 
Harris anchors the 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. newscasts for 
ABC7/WJLA-TV. He came to Washington after 20 years 
at CNN’s Atlanta headquarters, where he co-anchored 
CNN Live Today and Prime News, and hosted CNN Pre-
sents and American Stories. 
 
Harris has covered a wide variety of stories including 
the September 11th terror strikes, the Oklahoma City 
bombing, the Asian Tsunami of 2004, the explosion and 
crash of TWA Flight 800 and the Los Angeles riots. He 
has interviewed presidential candidates, and reported 
live from both the Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions. 
 
Harris’ work has earned him a number of honors, 
among them multiple CableAce awards for Best News-
caster, and National Emmy Awards for coverage of the 
September 11th terror strikes, the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing and the 2000 presidential election. He was honored, 
too, with a National Headliner Award and more recently 
with a National Capital Area Emmy Award for Best An-
chor. 

 
Leon Harris is passionate 
about improving the lives of 
children. His weekly seg-
ment entitled Harris’ He-
roes profiles adults helping 
kids or kids helping their 
peers in the DC metro re-
gion. The series runs every 
Wednesday evening during 
ABC7 News at Five. The 
news segments can also be 
found on wjla.com.  
 

Harris also works with many charitable groups includ-
ing For the Love of Children, Junior Achievement of 
Greater Washington, Unique Learning Center, and 
March of Dimes. 
 
 



 

 

HOPKINS HOUSE 
Make a Lasting Difference  today for Generations to Come 

www.HopkinsHouse.org 

 

Church pianist Mary E. Randolph  

Died in 1989. 

Today, Mary is teaching children  

The joy of music. 

Mary E. Randolph loved music and 
played piano for her church. She also 
adored children and wanted to share with 
them her love of music and piano. In her 
will, she included a legacy gift to Hopkins 
House with the instruction that the funds 
be used to teach children music.   
 

Thanks to Ms. Randolph, all children at 
the Hopkins House Preschool Academy 
— infants to 5 year olds — are introduced 
to music and piano. In your estate plan-
ning, please consider a legacy gift to Hop-
kins House. To learn how, contact your 
attorney, financial advisor, or Hopkins 
House at (571) 480-4086. 



 

9 
Hopkins House 

HHQ Journal / Winter 2014 

What We Love  

About Teaching  

Preschool 

Being a preschool educator is not an easy job.  Preschool educa-
tors are among the lowest paid and least appreciated profes-
sionals in the country. And yet, despite these disadvantages, the 
educators here at Hopkins House love their jobs and nearly a 
hundred individuals enroll every year in our Early Childhood 
Learning Institute to earn a degree in the field.  We were curi-
ous about what it is that attracts and keeps these professionals  
in the field and at Hopkins House, so we asked them. 

Carla Cermenati 

I used to think my job working in preschool didn’t matter.  How wrong I was.  For the children in my class, 
I do matter.  The fact that I love them changes their lives and gives them security in a very unfriendly 
world.  As preschool teachers, we make such a difference in children, their parents, and in the future of 
the world.  This job is not a job you get into for money or fame, but the pure joy of knowing you can 
change a child’s life.  Preschool is a child’s first experience being in love with someone besides mom.  
Ms. Cermenati is a Teacher and has been with Hopkins House for 7 years. 

Stephanie Wingate 

When I walk into the preschool I get the instant feeling that I am needed and my presence is valued from 
the smiles on the faces of the children and the way I am greeted by my colleagues as well as the parents.  
I love my job because I know that I am impacting the lives of future politicians, doctors, lawyers, etc.  In 
the theatre world a curtain puller is not seen as a very important person.  But, in fact, without the curtain 
puller how would the audience see the show if the curtain wasn’t raised? The same is true for preschool. 
How will the children shine and be their best without someone to bring it out?   
Ms. Wingate is an Instructional Assistant and has been with Hopkins House for 1 year. 

Carolyn Lewis 

It makes me proud when a parent is proud, shocked, or amused at what their child has learned in my 
class.  It makes me want to go above and beyond to continue to please these parents.  A lot of parents 
look to us as experts.  So, I constantly look at journals and articles to help parents get through a transi-
tion in their child’s life.  I would much rather lay the ground work for a child’s future and make it a little 
easier for them in grade school than to try to teach a grade school child basic skills they were supposed 
to have been taught in the first five years of their lives.   
Ms. Lewis is a Teacher and has been with Hopkins House for 2 years. 

Victoria Ferguson 

I always knew I would in some way work with children.  It was not until I was in high school, my freshman 
year, that I realized I wanted to be a teacher.  Somehow, every time I turned around I was teaching chil-
dren.  At home I was working with my sisters with homework, and at church I was the youth Sunday school 
teacher.  I love the look on the faces of children when they accomplish something, such as learning their 
colors or counting to five.  Their thirst for knowledge is so amazing and they keep me on my toes physically 
and emotionally.   
Ms. Ferguson is an Assistant Teacher and has been with Hopkins House for 2 years. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY: Your 

contribution of cash or securities into 
a Charitable Gift Annuity not only can 
support Hopkins House’s educational 
programs, but can also provide you 
or your loved ones with fixed pay-
ments for a lifetime.  
 

CHARITABLE IRA DISTRIBUTION: 
The IRA Charitable Rollover allows individuals 70½ years of age and older to make direct transfers totaling up to 
$100,000 per year to a 501(c)(3) organization like Hopkins House, without having to count the transfers as income 
for federal income tax purposes.  
 

LIFE INSURANCE: If you have a life insurance policy that has served its original purpose – providing for your chil-

dren, protecting your mortgage, or securing your retirement funds – you can help support high-quality education for 
children, teens, and adults by naming Hopkins House as the policy owner or beneficiary.  
 

PAYABLE ON DEATH ACCOUNTS: Payable on Death Accounts are a simple way to designate Hopkins House to 

receive funds upon your passing. This designation can be done with banks, brokerage firms, retirement funds, and 
more. Since you are considered the owner of your account, you can cancel or change it as you wish. At your death, 
unlike Wills, Payable on Death Accounts do not involve probate, allowing for privacy and quicker distribution.  
 

REAL ESTATE: Any type of real estate you own can be donated to Hopkins House: farm, rental property, house, 

business property, land, vacation home, and more. Real Estate donations, however, must be readily marketable 
and without environmental contaminants. You gain significant tax advantages and your charitable contribution tax 
deduction is for the appraised value of your property.  
 

RETIREMENT ASSETS: Retirement Assets are tax-deferred retirement savings accounts, including profit-sharing, 

IRAs, 401(k), 403(b), and Keogh and pension plans. A gift to Hopkins House from your Retirement Assets upon 
your passing would help avoid income and estate taxation, plus it can help children and families throughout this 
community.  
 

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST: A Revocable Living Trust is a private legal arrangement that can provide investment 

management during your lifetime and a plan for distributing your assets 
upon your passing to Hopkins House. This plan provides significant 
flexibility in investing, paying out income, and distributing principal, and 
does not go through probate, thus, saving time and money.  
 

SECURITIES: Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds are the most common 

forms of Securities in a person's portfolio. By making a gift of Securities 
to Hopkins House, in addition to supporting with a highly effective com-
munity-based education institution, you can claim the full appreciated 
value of the Securities as a charitable contribution tax deduction and 
usually avoid the capital gains tax.  
 

UNITRUST: Often referred to as a Charitable Remainder Unitrust, a 

Unitrust is an irrevocable agreement that enables you to retain a varia-
ble income for your life (or a fixed number of years), claim a current 
income tax deduction, and make a future gift to Hopkins House.  
 

WILL: A Will is a legal document that insures your estate is distributed 

and your family is cared for as you choose. You can also help make a 
way for children, youths, and families throughout this community to re-
ceive high-quality, high-impact, community based education services by 
including Hopkins House in your Will.   
 
 

For assistance or more information  
about donating to Hopkins House, 

Call (571) 480-4086. 

 

Giving to Hopkins 
House has never 
been easier! 

Donations can be made during your life 
or after. Because of tax benefits, gifts 
like appreciated securities, real estate, 
and cash are often better given during 
your life. But other options, such as 
retirement assets and benefits of a Pay-
able on Death Account, are better suit-
ed to posthumous donations. 
 

 Charitable Gift Annuity 

 Charitable IRA Distribution 

 Life Insurance  

 Payable on Death Accounts 

 Real Estate 

 Retirement Assets 

 Revocable Living Trust 

 Securities 

 Unitrust 

 Will 

http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp3
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp4
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp6
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp8
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp9
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp10
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp11
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp12
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp13
http://www.billygraham.org/giftplanning_waystogive.asp?QR=168&BA=2366&gclid=CICYmLqb2rgCFSIV7Aod4HUAig#gp14


 

11 
Hopkins House 

HHQ Journal / Winter 2014 

Children today are surrounded by technology, from 
televisions in every room, smartphones to smart 
homes, and iPods to iPads. They are part of the new 
digital universe.  For some educators, technology is 
the cure for all that ails us.  That is, technology will 
increase academic skills, improve test scores, and 
eliminate the racial divide in academic performance. 
But, are these new fangled gadgets good for young 
children?  The answer isn’t as clear as you might think. 
 
Most experts believe computers are developmentally 
appropriate for children over the age of three.  Chil-
dren this age or older are “concrete learners,” says Pro-
fessor Francis Wardle of the University of Phoenix, 
“very interested in using newly acquired symbolic rep-
resentation — speaking, writing, drawing, and num-
bers — in a variety of new, creative ways.” 
 
Icons are a key feature of today’s computers and digi-
tal gadgets. These pictures and visual symbols, say 
experts, are central to early literacy development, 
speech, and writing.  For young children struggling 
with reading, this technology can be a very helpful 
tool in the classroom. 
 
Children vary in their learning styles and, as such, say 
experts, educators should employ a variety of tools, 
including technology, to help them learn about and 
understand their world. 
 
But, there is the fear in some corners that skills not 
learned through technology will be neglected or ig-
nored. For example, music, dance, physical activity, 
play (i.e. dressing up and building blocks), social inter-
action, and outdoor exploration may be lost in the 
rush to use the latest apps and gadgets. 
 
There is concern as well about the ability of educators 
to integrate technology into coherent learning.  Pre-
school educators are often ill-equipped or lack the 
necessary knowledge to fully use technology meaning-
fully in the classroom. The training to understand and 
use the technology may not be readily available, along 

with the resources to update and maintain the equip-
ment and software. 
 
And, what of digital media — e-books and television 
shows — is there an appropriate role for this technolo-
gy in the preschool classroom? 
 
Researchers at a recent roundtable on “The Science of 
Digital Media and Early Learning”  argued that it is 
important to distinguish between “mindless” and 
“mindful” use of digital media. When digital media are 
used intentionally and designed with children's learn-
ing in mind, they can promote cognitive development.  
But when used mindlessly, cautioned Lisa Guernsey, 
Director of the New America Foundation’s Early Edu-
cation Initiative, digital media can “distract children 
from important play patterns and social interactions 
that help them develop social-emotional, cognitive 
skills, and habits of mind.”   
 
At Hopkins House, we feel that technology can and 
should be meaningfully used in the preschool class-
room, if the goal is to prepare children for the 21st 
century. 
 
“There are ways that technology can be wisely put to 
use in the preschool classroom,” says Raymel Menefee, 
Hopkins House Chief Academic Officer.  “As part of 
the literacy curriculum, computers and digital camer-
as, even recorders, can be used to teach children how 
to write personal journals, create stories, and express 
themselves.” 
 
Computers and other technology are found at all of 
the Hopkins House preschool academies.  Each acade-
my has a dedicated computer/technology center 
where children spend a portion of their day.  Even in-
fants are given keyboards and mouses to play with, to 
help them develop their motor skills. 
 
“Technology is simply a tool,” says Menefee.  “One tool 
among many that our preschool educators can use to 
teach a broad range of skills and concepts to the 21st 
century Young Scholars at our academy.” 

Computers and Other Digital  
Technology in Preschool Concern Some. 

Do Computers Belong in 
the Preschool Classroom? 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

JOIN THE 
75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

In 2014, Hopkins House will celebrate  
75 years of uninterrupted service  

to the children, youths, and  
families of this community!   

Planning for this exciting occasion is  
beginning now and Your Help is Needed.  

Volunteer Today!    
Call (571) 480-4086 or email info@HopkinsHouse.org 

 

Alexandria’s First  
History Book on  

Some of the City’s Most  
Prominent African-

Americans 

ON SALE NOW 
Alexandria Black History Museum  

and  
Amazon.com 
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   A Page From Our  

               History Notebook 
 

      Occasional articles on signif icant events  
                  in the history of Hopkins House. 

Hopkins House celebrates 75 years.   

At the end of the Depression with a still weak economy, President Roose-
velt began to cut back on funding for social programs for the poor. One 
program that was eliminated was the Works Progress Administration 
sponsored Social Services Day Nursery that provided care for the children 
of African-American working parents in then racially segregated Alexan-
dria. 

Recognizing the importance of the nursery in the lives of African-
American families, a group of teachers and business leaders committed to 
sustaining the nursery by volunteering their time and parlors.  

Hopkins House incorporated on August 9, 1939 and was named in honor 
of Dr. J. Milton Hopkins, an Alexandria African-American physician who 
for years provided medical care to anyone in need, regardless of ability to 
pay. Dr. Hopkins died on July 15, 1927 at the age of 52. 

Soon the nursery qualified to receive funds through the Community Chest 
(today's United Way) and expanded to include programs with special fo-
cus on helping poor families.  During these early years, Hopkins House 
had little or no money to pay for the services people needed. But what the organization lacked in funds, it 
more than made up in community involvement.  Hopkins House, helped to originate "Negro History Week" 
in Alexandria's public schools -- a first in segregated Alexandria.  

After many efforts to secure operating money, the Alexandria City Council provided a grant of $95.67 to fund 
a Girl Scout Troop and Brownie Troop. Other activities soon followed. 

Through the next half century, Hopkins House programs expanded further to include preschools, HIV/AIDS 
prevention, a crisis and family counseling center, brownie troops, after-school tutoring, a summer children’s 
camp, a credit union, an employment and housing referral program, elder care centers, Head Start, Thanks-
giving Meals for the Homeless, and a Lunch Bag Program for the hungry.   

In 1994, the Hopkins House trustees adopted a strategic plan that, over the next five years, returned the or-
ganization to its roots providing education programs for working families with children.  Today, Hopkins 
House operates three preschools serving 300 children, and the Early Childhood Learning Institute (in collabo-
ration with Northern Virginia Community College), serving upwards of 100 teens and adults.  The organiza-
tion also collaborates with other groups to advocate for issues of importance to the wellbeing of children, 
youths and families throughout the  region and nation. 
 

If you have an interesting story about the history of  
Hopkins House, please contact us by calling (571) 480-4094 or emailing info@HopkinsHouse.org.  



 
 

“WHEN I GROW UP,  
I’M GOING TO BE A DETECTIVE.” 

HOPKINS 
HOUSE 

 

A Learning Center  
for Children,  

Youths, and Families 
 

(571) 480-4282 
www.HopkinsHouse.org 

Through developmental infant care, nationally accredited preschool, and robust par-
ent engagement, the Hopkins House Preschool Academy helps build the founda-
tion for your child’s future. Serving children and their families in the metropoli-
tan Washington, DC area at locations in the City of Alexandria, Town of Hern-
don, and Fairfax County, Virginia, since 1939.   
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Hopkins House News In Brief 

Hopkins House received final ap-
proval from the Herndon Town 
Council to open it’s third pre-
school academy. By unanimous 
vote, the Council approved the 
organization’s application for a 
Special Use Permit to open the 
academy at 200 Fairbrook Drive in 
Herndon, Virginia. Construction 
of the Academy and recruitment 
of staff and students has begun. 
The academy will be an 
“innovative” preschool, combining 

forces with renowned think tank, RAND Corporation, to explore new approach-
es to improving the social, emotional, and cognitive outcomes of children as 
they prepare for the educational demands of the 21st century. As many as 140 
Young Scholars, ages 6 weeks to 5 years old, will be enrolled at the academy.  
Tuition assistance will be available for those in need.   

 

Seeking Highly 
Qualified ECE 

Educators 
 
Hopkins House seeks highly 
qualified and experienced Early 
Care and Education profession-
als to fill classroom positions at 
its new preschool academy 
opening soon in Herndon, Vir-
ginia. 

 

TEACHERS 
 ASSISTANT TEACHERS  

 
AA degree or higher in ECE,  
with NAEYC accreditation  

experience required. 
 
Highly competitive salaries plus 

benefits. To apply, visit 
www.HopkinsHouse.org/

employment 

Final Approval Given For Third Preschool Academy  

BB&T Bank Awards $10,000  
For Scholarships 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BB&T Bank awarded $10,000 to 
Hopkins House to support scholar-
ships for children of low-resourced 
working families attending its pre-
school academy. This grant is part of 
the bank’s corporate citizenship 
program through which it donates 
to a variety of organizations in com-
munities in which it does business.  
In addition to grant-making, bank 
employees volunteer thousands of 
hours of time to local  nonprofits 
through its “Lighthouse Project”. 
BB&T is one of the several sponsors 
of this year’s Heart of the Communi-
ty Awards Luncheon. For infor-
mation about the luncheon, visit 
www.HopkinsHouse.org. 
 

Hopkins House Launches  
Blog Page  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the goal to share knowledge 
and opinions on a range of issues of 
importance to children, youths, and 
families, and to expand opportuni-
ties for dialogue among its constitu-
ents, Hopkins House announced 
the launch of a blog page on its 
website. The first blog posted dis-
cusses “Engaging Fathers in the Ed-
ucation of their Young Children”.  
Future blogs will cover workforce 
development, parenting, and educa-
tion issues. Readers are invited to 
post comments to the blogs by 
clicking the icon pictured above on 
the Hopkins House website, 
www.HopkinsHouse.org. 
 

Gifts of Love to Hopkins 
House During the Holidays 

 

 

 
 
 

McEnearney Associates, Kiwanis 
Club of Alexandria, Alfred Street 
Baptist Church, Psi Nu Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, and Lock-
heed Martin Corporation were 
among the many companies, organ-
izations, and faith institutions that 
donated food, toys, clothing, and 
other gifts to the children and fami-
lies of Hopkins House this past holi-
day season. The holidays were 
brightened by these gifts, for which 
we send our heartfelt thanks on 
behalf of those who benefited most 
by this generosity.  For a full list of 
donors to Hopkins House, visit our 
website:  www.HopkinsHouse.org. 
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The mission of Hopkins House is to provide quality educational programs and opportunities to children, 
youths, and their families, regardless of income, to help them achieve, in measurably effective ways, their full 
intellectual, economic, and social potential. Hopkins House is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Donations are tax-

deductible to the extent provided by law. Phone: (571) 480-4086  www.HopkinsHouse.org 
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(571) 480-4094 

TV News Anchor  

Leon Harris 

Buy Your Tickets Today For the Annual Hopkins Housse 

Heart of the Community Awards Luncheon 

The Boys & Girls Choir  

     of Harlem Alumni  

                  Ensemble 

Tickets on Sale Now! 


